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Staff Senate Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, February 8, 2007 
Old Main Giffels Auditorium 
 
Members Present:  Paul Bixby, Donald Blagg, Renee clay, forest Denger, Candy Erbe, 
Scott Fendley, Nancy Fondren, Leanna Foshe, Gerald Golden, Kenley Haley, Angela 
hand, Ronnie Lane, Bruce McNully, Javene Mounce, Autumn Parker, Michele Payne, 
Felisha Perrodin, Diane Reynolds, David Schmid, Teresa Scott, Susan Stiers, Barbara 
Taylor, Liz Williams and Susan Yell. 
 
Members Absent:  Jeremy McAtee, Dianne Melahn and Janet Walker. 
 
Members Resigned:  Eric Linson 
 
 
I. The meeting was called to order by Chair, Bruce McNully at 9:37am. 
II. A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the agenda as presented. 
III. A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the meeting minutes with 
corrections.  Corrections include the following:  under section V, letter B 
“Fringe Benefits – Kenly Haley” to “Fringe Benefits – Kenley Haley”.  Under 
section VI, letter A “ The study that OPM completed was tabled due to the high 
cost and errors in the study” to The study that OPM completed was tabled due 
to the high costs and other problems.” Under section VII, letter A, number 1, 
“This year the Catastrophic Leave will be separated by staff and faculty” to 
“This year the Catastrophic Leave donations will be separated into staff and 
faculty pools.” 
IV. Recognize Employees of the 2nd quarter – Kenley Haley & Susan Yell 




Walter Graupner, Scientific Research Tech, SPAC 
Marsha Norvell, Executive Assistant to the VCSA, VCSA 
Nina Hall, Inventory Control Clerk, CESU 
Bonnie Swayze, Administrative Assistant II, INEG 
Wanda Tackett, Coordinator of Housekeeping, HOUS 
V. Recognize  Outstanding Staff Team Award – Candy Erbe 
Candy Erbe presented the teams nominated for the Team Award. Each team 
nominated was recognized for their outstanding accomplishments.  There 
were two teams that shared the award this year.  The teams were the UA 
Computer Store and the Housing – Priority Contract Team.  
VI. Senator Resignation 
Eric Linson resigned from the Staff Senate due to work complications. 
VII. Proposal for Divestment from Sudan-Related Industry Presentation – 
Mervin Jebaraj (Arkansas’ Sudan Divestment Taskforce) 
Students from the task force showed a brief video and did a presentation on the 
plight of the people of Darfur, who are experiencing genocide.  They asked that 
the Staff Senate endorse a resolution asking that TIAA-CREF and Fidelity, as 
managers of University retirement funds, divest holdings in offending 
companies operating in Sudan and that the Senate urge the Arkansas General 
Assembly  to urge divestment of state employee retirement funds invested in 
such companies in Sudan.  Members of the Executive Committee urged 
individuals to act, but questioned whether endorsing the resolution was within 
the scope of the Staff Senate’s authority.  The matter was tabled until March. 
VIII. Standing Committees 
A. Legislative – Kenley Haley discussed HB 1204, requiring participation of 
new classified employees in the Arkansas Teachers Retirement System.  
System officials believe that the University would be exempt.  She 
discussed the Governor’s proposals for across-the-board, merit and career 
service increases.  She led discussion of SB 248 by Sen, Madison, 
requiring semi-monthly pay periods, which several Staff Senate members 
spoke against. 
B. Internal Affairs – Paul Bixby; committee did not meet. 
C. Scholarship - Kenley Haley; committee did not meet. 
D. Awards – Candy Erbe; December graduates will be recognized next 
month. 
E. Communications – Felisha Perrodin; the committee is working on the 
web site and has made a lot of progress. 
F. Finance – Scott Fendley; a financial report was distributed along with the 
budget request for 2007-2008 which is being presented to Dr. Pederson. 
G. Elections – Diane Melahn; Paul Bixby reported that preparations for the 
election are in progress and that the Staff Senate will use the ASG on-line 
election process. 
H. Safety – Ronnie Lane; committee did not meet. 
I. Parking and Transit – Forest Denger; committee did not meet. 
J. Employee of the Quarter – Susan Yell; April 15 is the next nominations 
deadline. 
IX. Ad Hoc Committees 
A. By-Laws – Bruce McNulty; see XI, below 
B. Fringe Benefits – Kenley Haley; committee did not meet. 
C. Picnic – Michelle Payne; all is going well in preparation for the picnic.  
On the Border will give a food demonstration.  Michelle challenged each 
Senator to get at least two door prizes. 
X. Old Business 
A. By-Laws Changes – Scholarship Committee; Proposed changes were 
handed out; the second reading was waived, and the changes were 
accepted. 
XI. New Business 
 A. By-Laws Changes  
  1. Special Events Committee 
  2. Finance Committee 
  3. Elections Committee 
  4. Miscellaneous 
 Bruce McNulty distributed summaries of several proposed by-laws 
revisions, including revisions to the election process; adding a Special 
Events Committee to coordinate the annual retreat and picnic and other 
events; revisions to the membership and duties of the Finance Committee; 
revisions to the duties and procedures of the Scholarship Committee; and 
revisions to the Staff Senate Awards procedures. 
XII. Other Business 
A.  Announcements – Gary Smith; updates were provided on the utility 
tunnel on McIlroy Street, the Physic Building, and other construction and 
their effect on parking. 
B. Announcements – Barbara Taylor; one additional employee received full 
pay-out of sick leave at retirement.  Other matters were discussed during 
the report of the Legislative Committee.  
 
    
   
 
 
